[The mechanisms maintaining epidemic foci of leptospirosis].
24,419 samples of blood serum, collected in the Azerbaijan SSR among different professional groups of the population, have been tested for leptospirosis. The comparison of the results with those obtained in the natural foci of leptospirosis and in the foci of this infection appearing as a consequence of human activities has made it possible to come to the conclusion that the epidemic foci of leptospirosis are maintained due to the existence of foci among cattle. The cases of contamination among persons professionally linked with large cattle breeding complexes have been found to exceed those among persons working at farms of a nonindustrial type.